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QLERGY :

Rev. Canon Archer, B.D., The Rectory, Seagoe,

Rev. W. F. Hayes, B.A., Edendalc, CarriskBlacker 
Road, Edenderry, Portadown.

CHURCHW ARDENS ;

Rector’s— Wm. H. England.
People’s— Gilbert Price.

Special Services.
During Holy Week, w hich beg ins th is  y e a r on 

Sunday, M arch 29th, special Services w ill be held  in  
the P arish  C hurch each even ing  a t 8 p.m . A ddresses 
will be g iven on subjects connected  w ith  the  P ass ion  
;<i our Lord. W e invite the P a rish io n e rs  to  be p re ­
sent at these Services, w hich  w ill be a  he lp fu l p re ­
paration for the solem n Services on Good F rid ay  
and for the joyous ce leb ra tions of E aste r Day.

Good Friday.
On (jood F rid ay  (April 3rd) the fo llow ing  Services 

will be held  in  the P a rish  C hurch:—
11.30 a.m .—M orning P ra y e r  an d  L itany .
K p.m.—E ven ing  P ra y e r  a n d  Serm on.

I he offerings a t these Services w ill be g iven to the 
•lews’ Society.

Easter Day.
On E aster D ay (April 5th) Services w ill b e 'h e ld  in  

the Parish  C hurch as follow s:—
8 a.m—Holy C om m union.
11.30 a.m .—M orning P ra y e r , Serm on an d  Holy 

Com m union.
I p.m.—E vening P ra y e r  an d  Serm on.
On E aster D ay the offerings a t all Services w ill 

*' in aid of the P a rish  S u n d ay  Schools. A g re a t 
work is done each  S u n d ay  by a devoted band  of 
■-'inday School S u perin tenden ts  and  T eachers in  o u r 

M orning S u n d ay  Schools an d  in  o u r seven A fter­
noon Sunday Schools. P lease  help on th is  good 
work.

Confirmation.
ti,rhe Lord B ish°P h£tó slig h tly  a lte red  the date  of 

Confirmation. it w ill be held  in  th e  P a rish  
inu-li on W ednesday. June 24th, a t 8 p .m ., in s tead  

1 luirsday, June  25th, as p rev iously  a rran g ed . In  
{U‘ n̂ext issue we w ill announce  the a rran g em en ts  
°i the P rep a ra tio n  C lasses in  connection  w ith  the 

. ' '  illation. C andidates m ust h ave  reached  th e  
' 14 years before C onfirm ation.

A Confirmation Prayer.
H lie following P ra y e r  fo r C and idates fo r Confirm a- 

1 JS in the new ly-revised  Book of Com m on

P ray e r . R eaders w ill find it in  the P ray e rs  which; 
ai'- in serted  a fte r ihe L itany . It is a  b eau tifu l 
P ra y e r  an d  we ask  sponsors and  cand ida tes to use: 
ii in th e ir  p riva te  p ray e rs  each day.]

• O God w ho  th ro u g h  th e  teach ing  of th y  Son 
Jesus C hrist d idst p rep a re  thy d iscip les fo r the 
com ing  of the C om forter; Make ready, w e beseech 
thee, tile h ea rts  a n d  m inds of th y  se rvan ts  w ho at 
th is  tim e are  seeking the gifts of the Holy Ghost 
th ro u g h  the lay in g  on of hands, that, d raw in g  n e a r  
w ith  p en iten t an d  fa ith fu l hea rts , they  m ay  be filled 
w ith  th e  pow er of H is D ivine presence; th ro u g h  the 
sam e Jesus C hrist o u r Lord. A m en.”

Easter General Vestry
The E aste r G eneral V estry  w'ill (d . v . )  m eet in  

Seagoe School on T h u rsd ay  A pril 9th, a t 7.30 p.m ., 
fo r the election of a P eop le’s C hurchw arden  an d  a  
Select Vestry. A sta tem en t of accounts w ill be p re ­
sen ted  by the Hon. T reasu re r. A fu ll a tten d an ce  of 
a ll the m em bers of the G eneral V estry is requested .

A Sad Accident.
We record  w ith  deep reg re t the d ea th  of Mr. 

T erence FitzR oy Blacker, youngest son of Lt.-Colonel 
b lack e r. Mr. B lacker w as ciit:.!iig clown a tree  at 
Chidcock M anor, B ridport, Dorset, w here the fam ily  
have  been  res id i.ig  for the p as t y ea r, w hen  the tree  
fell sudden ly  an d  caugh t h im  before he  could  get 
aw ay , fa ta lly  in ju r in g  him The acciden t occurred  
on F riday , F eb ru a ry  C.th. H eartfelt -o rrow  has been 
expressed  by everyone in  Seagoe a t th is  te rrib le  blow  
w hich  h as befallen  Colon d and Mrs. B lacker arid 
th e ir  fam ily . He w as “ a d ea r com panion , so sunny- 
tem pered  an d  fu ll of in te re s t.” He l ^ d  been liv in g  
w ith  h is  p a ren ts  fo r the p as t y e a r since  leav ing  
school a n d  h a d  accom pan ied  n is fa th e r on  a v is it to 
C arrickB lacker las t year. H is dea th  is the first b reak  
in  a m ost u n ited  an d  affectionate fam ily  circle. It 
is som e conso lation  to  learn  th a t th ere  w as no su ffe r­
in g  a n d  no d isfigu rem en t an d  th a t dea th  w as 
in s tan tan eo u s . O ur read e rs  w ill u n d e rs tan d  w h a t a 
bu rden  of g rie f m ust rest upon  those n ea res t and  
deares t to  him , an d  we feel th a t w e a re  expressing  
th e  though ts of the people of Seagoe an d  the n e ig h ­
bourhood  w hen we convey to Colonel and  Mre. 
B lacker ou r deep a n d  sincere  sy m p a th y  w ith  them  
in  th e ir  sad  loss an d  our p ray e rs  th a t o u r H eavenly  
F a th e r  m ay  su s ta in  them  in th is dark  hour. Mr. 
B lacker w as ju s t 20 y ea rs  a t the tim e of his death . 
The fu n e ra l took place on T uesday , F eb ru a ry  10th.

At a  m eeting  of Seagoe Select V estry held  in 
Seagoe School on T uesday , Feb. 24th, a  reso lu tion  of 
sy m p a th y  w as passed  w ith  Colonel and  Mrs. 
B lacker. The m em bers stood for a  few  m om ents in 
silence to  m ark  th e ir  so rrow  and  deep sym pathy .



HEAGOE PARISH MAGAZINE.

Prize Distribution.
We have h ad  a busy tim e las t m onth  w ith  Sunday 

School P rize  D istribu tions. A very  la rge  num ber of 
Bibles, C hurch Service Books, an d  sto ries h av e  been 
g iv en  to those ch ild ren  w ho a ttended  S unday  School 
reg u la rly  d u rin g  last year. In  las t m o n th ’s issue we 
recorded  the d is tribu tion  a t D rum gor. On Feb. 5th 
Bocombra held  its  first d is tribu tion . The Hector 
p resided , an d  a f te r  a  sp lend id  tea, a  sho rt p ro­
g ram m e of m usic and  rec ita tio n s w as perform ed. 
Tile Hall, w h ifh  h a d  been k ind ly  lent by the O range 
Lodge, w as crow ded. Games follow ed an d  then 
speeches by Mr. Jam es T w inem , S uperin tenden t, and 
Mr. Boyce, of B ocom bra. M any references w ere 
m ade to the need of a  new  C hurch H all in the neigh ­
bourhood. We hope before long to see the fo unda­
tion  stone la id  an d  the w alls  go ing  up. Bocom bra 
Hill is a  beau tifu l site  fo r a H all. 11 is exactly  214 
feet above low w a te r m ark , and  beats S tan d a rd  Hill 
in he igh t by ju s t 12 inches, the la tte r  being  213 feet 
above low w ate r m ark . B ocom bra is the h ighest 
point in  Seagoe P a rish . Hacknahay held  its festival 
on F riday , Feb. 6th. The la rg e  schoolroom  w as 
filled w ith a  g a th e r in g  of ch ild ren  an d  grow n-ups. 
A very  a ttrac tiv e  p rog ram m e h a d  been p repared , 
w hich  follow ed a | li.nnfu ly  supply  of tea  and cake. 
The Rev W. F. H ayes p u  sided. Mrs. A tkinson, of 
G leneyre, kindly  d is trib u ted  the p rizes an d  also  gave 
som e special p rizes, x k ii.d  g ift from  herself, to 
ch ild ren  who h ad  n o t m issed a  S u n d ay  d u rin g  the 
year. The R ector, in  a  conclud ing  speech, thanked  
Mr. T. E. M aginnis, the S uperin tenden t, for h is  
efficient m an ag em en t oi the School, an d  also  Miss 
C alvert for the good w ork  w hich  she had  done as a 
teach e r an d  tra in e r  of th e  choir. E ach ch ild  as it 
passed  ou t received a g ift of an  orange from  Miss 
C alvert. On T uesday , Feb. 10th, Levaghery S unday  
School held  its  p rize-g iv ing . T here  wras a  la rg e  a t­
tendance . A fter tea , gam es w ere en joyed  an d  then  
a  sp lend id ly  decora ted  C hristm as tree laden  w ith  
gifts appeared  an d  each child  got a  g ift from  it. 
The prizes w ere d is trib u ted  by the Rev. W. F. Hayes, 
w ho presided . On M onday, Feb. 16th, tw o  d is trib u ­
tions w ere held—Seagoe an d  Carne. At Seagoe 
the Rector presided . Tea w as sp read  on 
neat tab les an d  cakes (w ithou t bags) dispensed 
to  the eager pupils. Mrs. Scott h ad  p rep ared  a sp len ­
did  p rogram m e, w h ich  the aud ience  g rea tly  enjoyed. 
The p rizes w ere h an d ed  to the successfu l pup ils  by 
Mrs. Scott. The Rev. W. F. H ayes p resided  a t Carne. 
T here -was a la rge  g a th e rin g . A fine d isp lay  of tea  
a n d  cake w as h an d ed  round . Gam es follow ed, and  
th e  p rizes w ere th en  d is tribu ted . Mr. D avid M urray , 
the S up erin ten d en t, h a d  m ade excellent a rra n g e ­
m en ts  fo r the g a th e rin g . Edenderry cam e in  on 
Shrove T uesday , Feb. 17th, at 7.30 p.m . The Hall 
w as  filled w ith  ch ild ren  a rra n g e d  in th e ir  classes. 
Mr. M‘C lem ents an d  h is he lpers h ad  every th ing  
w ell a rran g ed . An in te re s tin g  p rog ram m e of songs 
a n d  rec ita tions follow ed. T he p rizes w ere very  
num erous an d  w ere h a n d e d  to th e  ch ild ren  by the

Rev. C anon A rcher, the Rev. W. F. H ayes and  Mr. 
R M C leinents. A la rg e  nu m b er of p a ren ts  were 
p resen t. The R ector h av in g  expressed  h is thanks 
to a ll w ho had  helped, the m eeting  concluded.

At Birkenhead.
Mr. G racey is very  busy w ith  h is stud ies at St. 

A idan 's  College. “ F lu ’" has invaded  the College, 
but we a re  g lad  to say  Mr. G racey h as escaped, lie 
is p lay in g  full back on the Hockey 2nd XI., and  they 
beat Lew is’s big team  recen tly  by six  goals to three. 
L ew is’s is the biggest firm  in L iverpool an d  usually 
takes a lot of beating . The College concert was 
held  on a recen t S a tu rd ay . Mr. G racey hopes to be 
back fo r the E aste r ho lidays tow ards the end of 
M arch.

Seagoe Mothers’ Union.
On Tuesday, Feb. 10th, n o tw ith stan d in g  very 

severe w eather, a la rge  g a th e rin g  of the members 
assem bled in Seagoe School. A fter tea , the Rector 
in troduced  the Bev. T. S. Hall, B.D., w ho gave a  very 
in te resting  add ress  on “ South A m erica” in  connec­
tion w ith the South  A m erican  M issionary Society. 
W ith the a id  of a  la rg e  m ap  he po in ted  ou t the 
various cen tres of M issionary  w ork. The members 
expressed th e ir  ap p rec ia tion  of the lec tu re  by a 
h ea rty  ro u n d  of app lause .

T he m em bers of the M others” U nion w ill n o t held 
a  m eeting  th is m onth  bu t a re  inv ited  to a tten d  in a 
body the Lent Service in the P a rish  C hurch on Wed­
nesday , M arch i 1th, a t 8 p.m .

Old Seagoe in Australia.
A Seagoe_ co rresponden t in  Q ueensland  sends us 

file fo llow ing  cu ttin g  from  a Sydney new spaper:— 
W om an 's t i l t h  B irthday —Mrs. K ath leen  M ’Ginley, 
ot E ast M aitland , has ce leb ra ted  the 111th anniver­
sa ry  of her b irth . She w as bo rn  in  A rdm ore (for­
m erly  in  the P a rish  of Seagoe, Co. A rm agh) on 
D ecem ber 24th, 1819. H er fa th e r w as a  sm all cattle­
m an  w ho trave lled  th rough  the co un try  w ith  his 
herd . Mrs. M 'G inley cam e to A ustra lia  in  th e  sail­
ing si)ip “ Lady A lm a Bruce.” in  1859. She h a s  three 
d au g h te rs  an d  tw o sons, the youngest of w hom  is 
n ea rly  70 y ea rs  of age.

The Climate of Seagoe.
T he M eteorological D epartm en t of th e  A ir Minis­

try  lias supp lied  the  fo llow ing  in te resting  particu­
lars (based on a t least 10 y ea rs  of con tinuous ob­
servation ) as to the average  an n u a l ra in fa ll in 
inches in N orthern  I re la n d —L u rg an  is th e  driest 
place w ith  29.70 inches, D onaghadee 30.60, Armagh 
31.70, B anbridge 32.10, W arin g sto w n  32.20, Seagoe and 
P o rtad o w n  32.60, B elfast 34.60, W arren p o in t 35.50, 
Foffany, w here th e  P o rtadow n  w a te r conies from. 
64.40. It is rem arkab le  th a t the ra in fa ll  a t Seagoe 
exceeds th a t at L u rg an  by  3 inches an n u a lly . 1 lie 
g en e ra l deduction  from  the above figu res is th a t tD® 
n e ighbourhood  of L u rg an  and  Seagoe and P o rta ­
dow n is the d riest p a rt of N orthern  Ire land .
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Parish Register for February. 
Baptisms.

The hollowing w ere bap tized  in  tlie P a rish  C hurch  
m February 7th, 1931:—
iusseil—W illiam  John, son oi W illiam  A lexander 

and M argaret Russell, of D rum gor.
Sponsors—W illiam  A lexander Russell, M argare t 

Russell.
Bonis—Jane, d au g h te r of Robert John  an d  E lizabeth  

Bonis, oi K ernan.
Sponsors—E lizabeth  W ebb, E l'zabe th  Bonis. 

i'Crory—B ertha, dau g h te r of Joseph A lexander and 
M argaret M 'Crory, of E denderry .

Sponsors—C liristina Roney, M argare t M 'Crory. 
trown—H annah, d au g h te r of F ranc is  and  S a rah  

Brown, of E denderry .
Sponsors—Ellen Pepper, Saral) B row n, 

flillar—Amy, d augh ter of R obert and  E dith  F lorence 
Millar, of E denderry .

Sponsors—C aroline Guy, E dith  F lorence M illar, 
loyd—W inifred M argare t, d au g h te r of D avid and 

Minnie Boyd, of E denderry .
Sponsors Eva P o rte r, M innie Boyd.

Thompson—S arah  Jane , d au g h te r of W illiam  and  
Charlotte T hom pson, of E denderry .

Sponsors—W illiam  T hom pson, C harlo tte Thom pson.

Marriage
iloan and Hill— Feb. 27th, 1931, E rnest S loan, of Bally- 

gaw ley, Co. T yrone, to C lara  Hill, of E den­
derry.

Burials.
■iggett—Feb. 3rd, George L iggett, of E denderry , 

aged 17 years . In te rred  a t D rum cree. 
lall—Feb. 6th, E llen M argare t Hall, of E denderry , 

aged 68 years . In te rred  a t A nnaghm ore. 
Ctaig—Feb, 13th, Jam es Craig, of D rum gor, aged  81 

years.

A cknowledgment.
The Rector th an k s  very  h ea rtily  those w ho have 

;ent their good w ishes for Seagoe a n d  th e  
Magazine—Mr. and  Mrs. E ng land  (New Y ork), Mr. 
tnd Mrs. D avid Johnston , of T hom psonville , Conn., 

and Mrs. G reenhalgh , N eepawa, C anada, Mrs. 
Nesbitt, of B risbane, Q ueensland  (C hristm as nu m b er 
5i “ The A u stra la s ian ” an d  “ B risbane C athedra l 
notes” safely received), Mr. an d  Miss M‘Dowell, 
Port Jackson, F lo rida , an d  Mr. Jam es P o rte r  (photos 
oi Melbourne received). It is very  p leasan t to h ea r 
lv°n> so m any old friends across the sea. W e h ere  

home do not fo rget you.

Service of Song.
Thursday. Feb. 12th, the  Service of Song ‘'W on 

lj.V a Song" w as g iven  in  Seagoe School. T here  wras 
a terge attendance, w ho g rea tly  en joyed  the m usic  
aiul Pictures. The story  w as re a d  by Mr. Scott, an d  

accom panim ents w ere p lay ed  by M iss Isa  Best. 
Messrs. Isaac C layton an d  W illie  Best w ere a t  the  
aiitern. a  m uch  app recia ted  fea tu re  of the p ro ­
gramme w as the s ing ing  of severa l gleee and part

songs by the E verest Q uartet from  Belfast. T hey  
san g  win I perfect p rec ision  a n d  tim e. The proceeds 
of the en te r ta in m en t w ere g iven  to the Seagoe S un ­
day  School P rize  Fund.

A Games Evening.
A novel en te r ta in m en t has been a rran g ed  to be 

h e ld  in Seagoe School on F riday , M arch zoth, irom  
6 p.m . to 10.30. All k inds of gam es of sk ill w ill be 
a rra n g e d —shooting, d a r t  th row ing , m idget golf, 
etc., etc. V aluable p rizes w ill be g iven to successfu l 
com petito rs. The proceeds w ill be on behalf of the 
P a ro ch ia l School R epair Fund . Mr. John  H. Tw inem , 
w ith  a com m ittee, is o rg an is in g  the en te rta inm en t. 
T he charge  for adm ission  w ill be th reepence.

Old Seagoe Notes.
The Hesilrige Family in Seagoe.—An in te res tin g  

connection  exists betw een th e  an c ien t an d  d is tin ­
gu ished  fam ily of H esilrige an d  the P a rish  of 
Seagoe. The H esilrige an d  B uckley g rave is in  the 
chancel of Old Seagoe C hurch. T he link  w hich  
u n ited  th e  P a rish  of Seagoe to  the H esilrige fam ily  
w as the fact th a t the Rev. R ich a rd  Buckley, V icar 
of Seagoe from  1763 to 1796, m arrie d  on June 5th,
1 760, a t K ibw orth, in  L eicestersh ire , E lizabeth , the 
eldest d au g h te r of S ir A rthu r Hesilrige., th e  7th 
B aronet of Nosely H all, Leicester. They h a d  a la rg e  
fam ily  of 9 ch ild ren , 5 sons an d  4 d augh ters . The 
m ost d is tingu ished  m em ber of the H esilrige fam ily  
w as the 2nd B aronet, S ir A rthu r H esilrige. He w as 
O liver C rom w ell’s r igh t h an d  m an, a n d  th rew  h im ­
self w ith w hole-hearted  zeal into th e  w ork ol the 
C om m onw ealth . C rom w ell m ade h im  G overnor o f  
N ew castle w ith  a g en era l oversigh t of th e  Scotch 
border, especially  a ro u n d  B erw ick -on-Tweed. H esil­
rige h ad  a  fiery tem pei and  before long he fell ou t 
w ith  O liver an d  fo r a  tim e becam e h is b itte rest 
enem y. T hom as C arlyle in  h is  “ L etters of C rom ­
w ell” pub lishes one of C rom w eli’s le tte rs to  Hesil- 
tige. On one occasion Crom w ell refused  to a llow  
H is ilr ig e  to en te r  the H ouse of Comm ons, of w hich  
he w as a  m em ber. S ir A rthu r, a fte r  a  s to rm y  
ca reer, d ied  on Ja n u a ry  7th, 1661. The p resen t 
lia tone t, w ho spells h is  nam e H azleng , still resides 
a t the fam ily  sea t of Noseley Hall, L eicestersh ire .

* *  •*

Seagoe in the Olden Days.— 40 years  ago th ere  w ere  
still som e su rv iv ing  w ho rem em bered  the o ld  church , 
a n d  who in th e ir  y o u th  w orsh ipped  w ith in  its  w alls , 
abou t th e  close of the first decade of the last, cen ­
tu ry . It w as ligh ted  on the sou th  side, an d  in  th e  
T ran sep t, by sm all square-headed  w indow s. Those 
in the eas t a n d  w est gab les w ere n a rro w  a n d  
poin ted ; a n d  all, like the w hole edifice, w ere en tire ly  
devoid  of o rn am en t in any  form . The roof w as 
covered w ith  oak sh ing les, as w as u su a l in all la rg e  
bu ild in g s in  ea rly  days. It w as only  in 1795, th a t 
C arrickb lacker house  d isca rd ed  sh ing les for sla tes. 
Tn 1827 th e  offices of the  rec to ry  w ere still covered 
w ith  sh ing les w hen  th ey  w ere consum ed by a n  acc i­
d en ta l fire. To th is  day , the sp ire  of the q u a in t old
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p a rish  chu rch  a t W aringstow n  re ta in s  its covering 
01 sh ing les. The church  w as en tered  at the so u th ­
w est co rner by the sm all porch  in  w hich  w as a  seat 
on e ith e r side. T here  w as a descent of tw o steps 
in to  the nave. Tlie sidew alls ap p ea r to have been 
little  m ore th a n  ten  feet h igh, but the ce iling  being 
coved som e ad d itio n a l he ig h t w as gained  in  the 
centre. On the left of the en trance , in side  the church , 
rose the steps o r s ta irs  lead ing  to the ga lle ry . Here 
h u n g  dow n the bell rope from  the belfry  overhead , 
an d  the bell-ringer stood on th e  s ta irs  w hen he p e r­
form ed the du ties of h is  office. The first sea t on the 
ga lle ry  w as occupied by the successors of ‘ the sing- 
ing-boys,' to w hom  it had  been app rop ria ted , a n d  
th ey  w ere aided  by  th ree  01 fo u r flutes—‘ black flu tes,’ 
it is specially  no ted—an d  a g rea t bass fiddle. In  the 
oppositte  co rner, u n d e r the gallery , w as the d ressing  
room , w ith  the old font beside it, as lias been 
a lread y  described. The pews w ere m ade of black 
oak, and  consp icuous on the m iddle of the sou th  
w all, an d  fac in g  tlie tran sep t, w as the  stru c tu re , also 
of oak, w hich  prov ided  fo r the c lerk’s seat, tlie re a d ­
ing  desk an d  th e  pu lp it. The la tte r  h ad  a  sounding- 
board  re s tin g  a t the back on a panelled fram e of 
oak, and  supported  in  fron t by two tu rn ed  p illa rs. 
On the fro n t ledge of the sounding-board  w as carved  

date w h ich  h a s  been v a rio u sly  sta ted  by eye­
w itnesses to have been ‘ 1056,’ ‘ 1661,’ and  ‘ 1666.’ It 
is h a rd  to decide in  such a  case, but, on the whole, 
the earliest date ap p ea rs  correct. In  M ason’s s ta ­
tis tica l S urvey  (vol. II. p. 524), C-.'onel B lacker is 
ju s tly  in d ig n an t a t the tas te  w h ich  th ree  y ea rs  before 
he w ro te  (1815) h a d  pain ted  th e  line old black-oak 
pu lp it and  read in g  desk 1 a  m uddy  yellow .” B eyond 
the pu lp it, in  th e  sou th-east co rn er w as the B lacker 
pew . It w as a  la rg e  s tru c tu re  w ith  cu rta in s, and 
b ea rin g  a  canopy  overhead , suppo rted  on p illa rs , an d  
h a v in g  penden t d rap eries , suggesting  to an  aged in ­
fo rm an t the b rav e ry  of ‘ a tes te r bed-stead .’ Beside 
it w as the little  com m union  tab le  enclosed w ith  ra ils ; 
an d  in  the opposite co rn e r w as the m in is te r’s pew , 
w h ich  reached  to the in te rsec tion  of the  transep t.

On a S u n d ay  m orn ing , th e  V icar, Bev. George 
B lacker, m igh t Rave been seen w alk in g  from  th e  
Glebe-house, by th e  p riv a te  w ay  (still in  g rea t p a r t 
ex isting) to the chu rch , w earin g  h is  m in is te ria l 
to w n . On reach in g  the d ressing-room  he  pu t on the 
su rp lice , w h ich  he changed  ag a in  fo r the gow n be­
fore he  ascended  the pulp it. Mr. B lacker died in  1810, 
a t the ea rly  age of 46, a fte r  be ing  fou rteen  years 
v ica r of Seagoe. H is m em ory  is still revered  as 
th a t of a  pious an d  devoted m in ister. One w ho h as 
now  passed  h is fou rsco re y ea rs  re ta in s  y e t the 
solem n im press ion  m ade upon  h is boyhood by the 
b itte r w a ilin g  of th e  m an y  poor w ho follow ed h is 
corpse to its  resting -p lace  in  the old church . The 
on ly  tab le t w h ich  h as kep t its p lace upon  the old 
w alls  is th a t sacred  to h is  m em ory. It has no t been 
moved, it is said , from  its  position  on the w all over 
the fam ily  pew. U nder an  u rn  the tab le t is th u s 
inscribed :—

‘ To the M em ory of the 
Bev. George Blacker, la te  v ica r of 

th is  P arish .
A sincere  C hris tian , a w arm  friend , 

an  exem plary  clergym an: 
w ho illu s tra ted  by his actions 

the Gospel w hich he p reached  
He lived beloved and  

Died deeply lam en ted  
M ay 1st, 1810, aged  46.

An Israe lite  w ith o u t g u ile .’
A nother tab le t to h is  m em ory w as afterwards 

erected in the new  church.
Am ong Mr. B lacker’s labou rs w ere efforts to bavi 

a new  church  built fo r the increasing  need of thi 
parish . Six y ea rs  before h is death , there  is recori 
of h is b eg inn ing  the p rov ision  fo r the g rea t work 
bu t he had  passed aw ay  fo u r y ea rs  ere the founds 
tio n  stone of the p resen t church  w as at leng th  lait

Mr. B lacker w as succeeded by h is eldest brothei 
S tew art B lacker, D ean of L eighlin . D ean Blacke 
h a d been collated  R ector of Seagoe and  Archdeaeoi 
of D rom ore in  1777. These offices he now  resigned 
an d  becam e v ica r of Seagoe. Soon a fte r  he aj 
poin ted  h is a ss is tan t, h is cousin , Rev. Richari 
O lpherts, w ho ‘ com m enced cu ra te  June 1810,’ a» 
lived in the Glebe-house. The D ean is remember» 
com ing in  s ta te ly  fash ion  on S u n d ay  m o rn in g  froi 
C arrickb lacker, a rra y e d  in  h is  surp lice , o r his gowl 
(p robably  w hen  about to p reach ), an d  a lw ays wear 
in g  the c lerica l peruke—fam ilia rly  know n  as ‘ th( 
cau liflow er w ig ’—reserved  for occasions of ceremony 
o r official occupation . His im pressive read ing  o 
th e  lessons is recalled ; an d  som e of h is sermons 
incised  by repetition , w ere long  rem em bered. On 
favou rite  text has escaped the oblivion of sevent] 
y ea rs  and  is still repea ted  w ith  traces  of tb 
p reach e r’s m anner:—‘ Give me n e ith e r poverty  not 
riches, feed me w ith  food conven ien t fo r me, W 
I be fu ll and  deny  Thee, an d  say, w ho is the Lori 
o r lest I be poor, an d  steal, and  take the name s’ 
th e  I.ord in v a in .’ (P rov . xxx., 8, 9).

[The above is an ex trac t from  the “ portado*» 
News” of M arch 3, 18S3, w ritten  by tile la te  Dean 
D awson.]

ITEMS.
The p roverb ia l good h ea lth  of Seagoe is illustrât?» 

by  the fact th a t w hile the tow n schools a re  closed 
w ith  “ F lu ” Seagoe P .E . School con tinues its norm3! 
a ttendance .

* * *

The n ew  v illas at Seagoe a re  of n ice design. TM 
a re  bu ilt in  g roups of tw o and  a re  finished w ’11 
fine pebble-dashing. W e hope they  w ill be giVPi 
nice nam es. W e suggest “ Spire-view ” (Drum w’et 
sp ire ), “ S au rin -d a le” (a m em ory  of th e  Sauri* 

fam ily ), “ S ydney  V illas’” (in  m em ory  of the grl>a 
Sydney  p a trio t, Mr. W en tw orth  o f Killicom ain 
“ E tragh-v ille” (as a su rv iv a l from  the tim e 
U pper Seagoe w as know n  as “ Seagoe Etragli ■
“ R iver v iew ” or “ B ann-vale” m igh t also be suita }


