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WITH THE “NINTH” IN FRANCE.
By Lieut.-Col. S. W. BLACKER, D.S.0.

(Continued from March Magazine.) having cleared up_every. paper, and Ieft nothin
rueskay, reskuary. zom. pend%t(t; In Bde Oofflc This ornlng Duke ' ?toneg
generally take a subject each deypolitics, rel- eRSnafine v ollpnea-Tost might after
%’ J y ? (i %d IS not yet%acﬁ 50 | ha t0 go up tt%s morn-

glon education, Society, ez, It has been most IIlu-— fyi Zng Seng on time clearing”papers up, etc,
m||nat|ng and mstrufctlve H?“Sh eo]ple tp]old stﬂan- ag%nn R i Phong of ourg ﬁ)vlg eruar
R ?wews of French lite and tiought, gather- gy y and et again tday. ATl stuck fo

t course, from French novels, which do ot in da% ? lY
ourt Martfal to-mor uite a nice
the ?eaSt represent FrenC% ? ere ang nave quite a com?y I'OO?TI

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2i1st.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23rd.

Shill, returned to 9th fo-day. Pratt and Padre hoth
looked'in to tea yesterday. i experience here for | Fto%? htanﬁ Wt It|]ke Novemtble:rlk Gteneral aréwetd
the last six weeks proves to me that the 9th are eafsgl s T s
th best Battalion In the Brigade, which s satisfac; ~ [UMERI 1o et 9()“}]” Karaah S)'V i AE 3
tory. They have had fewer changes, and Fergie, of Hed X t g W Mond

rse, ISa tower of strength In accuracy and re- g e e B s ten BUCle o
f,a% fity,“and young Sh|[| %' an Aot pupl. Herd.  The 9th have won” ne Generals Siver Bugle ¢0
man, of Dow"nf s oW’ doing Staff Ca tam K ver AR real btth et qu 1?“‘ otorda ””'”g
Bleasant capable fellow. and hard working. ' He an g?ecoa in R,?\ret b gntearnog?t %ndyes eredyo

uke et both most deli htfu ellows 0" wor with, play
Poor ‘C Company have had ahard time lately. In  morrow. Our Bde H. |n the line have beengreatl
3 fortmg t theP/ ¥tave lost th e Coy. Commander sHtge]rg%hnenv\elgrand °°r ele amssh%tllllnastAttltlﬁp Gy

Next, platoon commander, Sleator, hospital — [ERENAN WET Huty IGiite § Pl
Wlth conjunctwms and, | fear, won't return ; Coy.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24th

get\%t ajroormgtoene Reomleﬁ,{Sa_fanr'}‘uT'%ﬁ'gJJS t%oy Dull to-day,- but no foH The Iatest CJaze is pIant]
oy. Conditions in tﬁe front line are bad. Our ing Waste places in vicifity of huts and campa’ wit

is quite qood and ‘has been strengthened W|th vegetables.  With these constant moves | consider
(E lack of contmmty will, m|||tate against success

th
gnceelePaEztm&n arylgadAeth \eer '?Sﬁ'g&‘" é%%egsd"e{ypape“ at an important moment |n the life "of the Potato
THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 22n or cabbage %Jmtts wh e ch an?mg and T|e eaE
* came back to the Battalion just before dinner, |0 49N 9are° i suaper\&}%lgr% of ’Stroﬁg ranspor,



SEAUOE PARISH MAGAZINE.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25th.

é’ y early, but now sunny and springlike, the
frrst a[y aﬂtroachrn g spring vieather we haye "had.
Haven't quite picked up the Battalion life after m
Ion absence Heneha was only wounded slightl

e head, and remamed at duty. Allen was also
graze |n the head and remamed at duty. Ensor
returned ﬁ Lrom School.  Good match
ester ay gat us 5 oals to 4. Padre gave
S a splendid ermon on “ Temptation ” this morn
mg Who should look in_this evenrng bu] Charles
Hope ~ Now a Major in 16th Diy. Aty. of chat
says he |s&aym £700 a ear |n death duties for 8
ears who was rig-Gen., IS now_Lieut,

oI again, as they abolished his brllet wrth Cavalry
orps at present home on sick leave. It’s been
peaceful day, th looks like rain. _ There have been
a rt;ood many’raids and counter raids on this front,
wrhvarymg success. LI. G. made a splendid speech.

NDAY, FEBRUARY , 26th

Lovely sunny spring day. All kit packed for the
line, so"writing under difficulties. Capital news from
the South.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27th.

Here | am in the line agam We got in safely, b y

g thank Goodness, and had a uret nignt. ~ 12t

adl a very quiet tour, Weather dull and inclineg
tﬂ rain. Férgie_has got 14 days leave and went of
this mormng jubilant.  Quité a good Bn. H.Q., J
think the best we have stfuck so ar We have" put
In el hants there was nothing before to. protec*,
one ad a long trek all round the line this morn-

-pretty bad m parts but consrderrng frost anc
not so bad, as | had expected. BOb axwe
G. B, looked in ester ay evening, Ireav\y ave
been curiously Iuoky this wmter Last night as the
first night | have spent n the line since Dec. 2nd
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28th.

Dull misty day again and very quiet, so far. Went
over and had tea with Bob yestérday. An old Marine
called Poe attached to us for 4 days. A man wound
ed yesterday evening and another to-( y poth Eng
lishmen. Not serious Ann broken and flesh woun
Looked very like rajn this a.in, but has kept off,
Great thing' being dull. The Bosche anes dont
come over an observe wor mg partres and_their
artillery is quiet. Fergie went off yesterday. Young
Shill,"doing "splendidly. ~ Mayes, tfie new Chaplain,
has gonke sick.  Not been long out here before get
ing Sic

THURSDAY, MARCH 1st.

Another dull day but no rain. A heavy strafe for
an hour last night, well +o the north from 945 p.m.
to 10.30.  Quiet nr%ht with us. The Bde has a con-

ference here at 10.30 this morn, about work, etc.
The Artillery Officer now stays with us for 6 da Vhl/
mstead of chanqmg every 24 hours—much better. We
sen Officers to the’ Battery for 48 hours when we are
of the line. The entente between infantry and

art|IIer 1S wond rfully goo
1p. my Such a ove s%rmg day. Delighted to see

they are re- arrestm% and deﬁortrnr% the Sinn Feiners.
gnt Irs ack with the Battalion. = He I a
sp did Iow—now Scout Sergt w |ch I|e ehghts

in. Henetran as % eisa w and a
man. Qur men ave een wonder uIIy ree from
Tommy’s vices—venereal, drink and bad language.

I'm sorry to note on returning that these nglish
drafts have taught them the last; at least there Is
a good déal more of it than there was

DAY, MARCH, 2nd

Dull mornm% “Incliried o' rain now. A burst of
fire from 7 to | st nhdht We had. one man hit
Intermittent Are a A certain amount of
activity on_the part of e enemy all yesterday p.m,

M.'s"in front line and |g strafe on ourﬂ uns and
back areas. Padre heard of Wingfield a sfort time
ago. He was going to R.I"C. as his leg would pre-
vent his marchmg

RDAY, MARCH, 3rd

Frost Iast nrght and thick mist this morning

Quiet nignt. Bosche blow up a mine somewhere N, of
us at 545 am, w |ch sh ok everyt md Monday
Is Barossa Day so shall fafve 2" whole hhdag/
Parade In a.m. for Gen. Griffith to Present Bug
football match in_ afternoon. Cannot manage Con-
cert, no room avarIabIe

NDAY, MARCH 4th

We have r%ally been Iuan the weather this tou

no rain an 1sunny day, which means shell-

and aerial actrvrt ‘Perc told me this part
o France was renowned tor Its p|ety I ?ather the
feehngﬁ;enerally of the French towar%s reli |on was
muc tesame as It was in England before the war.
The war has made_people think more of a future
state. Sunny day after a white frost, so everythrng
Is messy and gréasy. We go outside this p,m
é)lanes over fo- daLy one tried about 10 a.m,, but was
riven back by our’Archies. Our Snipers have done
good work th|s time.  We have silenced the Bosche
smper not a shof from him this time, and . outed
a lot of Boshes in the front line. Our beavres re
oomrgg arw ay tpreplaratoryl_ltoha bombardment t |s

m. Bosche riot replying. “He ha ayin
hrore attention to %d’r guns andS B Epr)e ghnte?y
than the front line. Weve one argood deal of wor
this tour, but not, much tos ow for It On one Bace
elephant for men: we_have é)ut sand %

nd there are another 20000 to go on to complete
Have completed a Coy HQ in front ine.

MONDAY, MARCH 5th—Barossa Day.

The 500 pairs socks have arrived safe, so we are
splendidly off. Still 80 men not been on [eave who
came out with us No one goes a second trme till
all have gonfe AII our arran ements for to-day—
pesentation of Bugle, etc.—have had to be abandoried
owing to snow, which set in early this mornrng and
st|II contmues \{Ve gtot out yles”e]rdaycfat 2

Pooz ét one s Clotiheg off an av
Bath Grbs Xnd) garcroft turnedg ?ast ni ht
Have to go to an anti-gas lecture f
night we ‘only go 4 d%ys in. .Roa fearf | agarn
e continued.



